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What is Horizon Europe?
• €95.5bn Research and Innovation Programme (2021 – 2027)

Academia and Research OrganisationsBusinesses, NGOs, LAs, Charities etc.

• Access to substantial research and 
innovation grant funding

• Collaborate with the best of the best from 
across Europe, and beyond to achieve the 
otherwise unachievable

• Contribute to solving significant global 
challenges 

• Access to cutting-edge international 
expertise, skills and facilities

• Springboard to achieve research 
independence and pathway to more 
advanced funding opportunities

• Publications, partnerships and impact

• Significantly enhances status, reputation 
and visibility

• Access to substantial, non-repayable, non-
dilutive research and innovation grant 
funding

• Collaborate with the best of the best from 
across Europe, and beyond

• Share risks & costs to achieve the otherwise 
unachievable

• Access to cutting-edge international 
expertise, talent and facilities

• Enhance research and innovation capability 
and capacity

• Increase global competitiveness, create new 
international supply-chain positions and 
open new foreign markets

• Significant kudos and marketing collateral



Global Reach of Horizon Europe

Countries undergoing Association 
discussion

Associated Countries

Member States & their Overseas 
Countries and Territories 

Participants from low- to middle-
income countries 

For full list and rules, see Work Programme 2025 General Annex

UK Associated 1 January 2024!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/docs/2021-2027/horizon/wp-call/2025/wp-14-general-annexes_horizon-2025_en.pdf


Horizon Europe Structure

Widening Participation and Strengthening the European Research Area

Reforming and enhancing the European R&I systemWidening participation and spreading excellence

Key Open to all research and innovation fields

Challenge driven – must solve the problem posed – not bottom-up idea driven

N.B. Budgets shown are for 2021-2027. Budgets are higher than above 
when the UK and other Associated Country contributions are included.

Excellent Science

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions

European Research Council

Research Infrastructures

Pillar I

Global Challenges 
European Industrial 
Competitiveness 

Joint Research Centre

• Health

• Culture, Creativity and 
Inclusive Society

• Civil Security for Society

• Digital, Industry and Space
• Climate, Energy and Mobility

• Food, Bioeconomy, Natural 
Resources, Agriculture and 
Environment
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Pillar II

European Innovation Council

European Innovation Ecosystems

Innovative Europe

European Institute of                 
Innovation & Technology

Pillar III

€13.4bn€53.8bn€24.9bn



Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness 
Pillar II

CL1: Health

CL2: Culture, 
Creativity and 
Inclusive 
Society

CL3: Civil 
Security for 
Society

CL4: Digital, 
Industry and 
Space

CL5: Climate, 
Energy and 
Mobility

CL6: Food, 
Bioeconomy, 
Natural 
Resources, 
Agriculture 
and 
Environment

C
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• Research and Innovation Actions (RIAs) - establishes new knowledge and/or explores a new or improved 
technology, product, process, service or solution – early-stage, e.g. up to TRL3/4, 100% funding

• Innovation Actions (IAs) - produces plans or designs for new or improved products, processes or services 
including prototyping, testing, demonstrating, piloting, large-scale product validation and market replication – 
mid to late-stage, e.g. TRL3/4 to TRL8, 70% funding (100% funding for non-profit)

• Coordination and Support Action  (CSA) - improves cooperation around, for example, standards, 
dissemination, policy dialogue, networking, mutual learning etc. 100% funding 

Deadline for 2025 Work Programmes – mostly Sept, Oct & Nov 2025

Draft Deadlines in Draft 2026/27 Work Programmes in 2026 – Feb-April, Sept-Oct 2026

Challenge driven - significant funding to solve specific challenges

Main Types of Actions:

• Open to all types of organisations

• Primarily collaborative projects - at least three different legal entities from 3 different               
Member States and/or Associated Countries 

• Project size varies typically €M’s to €10’s-M’s & duration varies typically 2-5yrs

• Work Programmes - set the scope + expected outcomes + budget

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/


DRAFT 2026/27 Work Programmes
PLEASE NOTE 
As with all work 

programme drafts, 
be aware that 

topics can change 
both in their 

description and 
budget. Always 

refer to final 
published 

document for the 
definitive version 

to base your 
proposal on. 

However, these 
drafts will give you 

a good basis on 
which to start your 

preparations.

• Cluster 1: Health (Draft Version 3)
• [Feb26→Ap26] [Feb27→Ap27] [Feb27→Ap27→Sept27] [June27→Sept27]

• Cluster 2: Culture, Creativity and Inclusive Society (Draft Version 2)
• [May26→Sept26] [May27→Sept27] [June27→Sept27→Feb28]

• Cluster 3: Civil Security For Society (Draft Version 3)
• [May26→Nov26] [May27→Nov27]

•  Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space’ (Draft Version 3)
• Industry: [Jan26→Ap26] [Dec25→Mar26→Oct26] [Sept26→Feb27] [Sept26→Feb27→Sept27]  
• Space: [Mar26→Sept 26] [Mar27→Sept27]
• Digital: [Jan 26→Ap26] [Nov26→Mar27]

•  Cluster 5: Climate, Energy and Mobility’ (Draft Version 3)
• [Dec25→Mar&Ap26] [Dec25→Mar/&Ap26→Oct26]
• [May26→Sept26] [June26→Oct26] [Aug26→Dec26] 
• [Nov/Dec26→Mar27] [Dec26→Ap27] [Dec26→Ap27→Oct27]
• [May27→Sept27] [June27→Oct27] [Aug27→Dec27] 

• Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment 
(Draft Version 3)
• [Ap26→Sept26] [Jan26→Ap26] [Aug26→Nov26] [Feb26→Ap26→Sept26]
• [Ap27→Sept27] [Feb27→May27] [Feb27→Ap27→Sept27]

        Keep up to date here: Insight into Horizon Europe Work 2026/2027 Programmes

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107970/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107970/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/106606/2/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/106606/2/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108662/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108662/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108662/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107811/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107407/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107407/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107407/3/consult?lang=en
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/


Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness 
Pillar II

NEB 2025 Work Programme deadline 12 Nov 2025 : €118.40m available for RIAs and IAs

EU Missions aim to bring concrete solutions to some of our greatest challenges by 2030.

New European Bauhaus (NEB):

Missions

Majority of the Missions 2025 Work Programme deadlines are Sept 2025, cross-cutting in Mar 2026

• Adaptation to Climate Change: support at least 150 European regions and communities to become climate 
resilient by 2030

• Cancer: working with Europe's Beating Cancer Plan to improve the lives of more than 3 million people by 2030 
through prevention, cure and solutions to live longer and better

• Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030

• 100 Climate-Neutral and Smart Cities by 2030

• A Soil Deal for Europe: 100 living labs and lighthouses to lead the transition towards healthy soils by 2030

• A policy and funding initiative striving to translate the European Green Deal into tangible change on the 
ground. 

• Provides funding for collaborative projects aimed at transforming living spaces and lifestyles in Europe by 
integrating sustainability, inclusivity and beauty through creative, interdisciplinary approaches



• EU Missions (Draft Version 3)
• Climate Mission: [Feb26→Sept26]  [Feb27→Sept27]

• Cancer Mission: [Dec25→Sept26] [Dec26→Sept27]
• Oceans & Water Mission: [Feb26→Sept26] [Feb27→Sept27]

• Climate-Neutral Smart Cities: [Feb26→Oct26]  [Feb27→Oct27]

• Soil: [Feb26→Sept26] [Dec25→Ap26→Sept26] [Feb27→Sept27] 
[Nov26→Feb27→Sept27] 

• Soil + Climate Joint Call: [Feb26→Sept26] [Dec25→Sept27] 

• Climate + Cities Joint Call: [Feb27→Sept27] 

• New European Bauhaus Facility and Horizontal Activities (Draft Version 3)
• NEB: [May26→Dec26] [May27→Dec27] 
• Soil Mission + NEB Joint Call: [May27→Nov27] 

• Widening participation and strengthening the European Research Area 
(Draft Version 3)
• [Dec25→Mar26] [Jan26→Ap26] [Jan26→Sept26] [Ap26→Sept26] [Sept26→Mar27] 
• [Dec26→Mar27] [May27→Nov27] [Ap27 →Sept27]

         

DRAFT 2026/27 Work Programmes
PLEASE NOTE 
As with all work 

programme drafts, 
be aware that 

topics can change 
both in their 

description and 
budget. Always 

refer to final 
published 

document for the 
definitive version 

to base your 
proposal on. 

However, these 
drafts will give you 

a good basis on 
which to start your 

preparations.

Keep up to date here: Insight into Horizon Europe Work 2026/2027 Programmes

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107712/2/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107712/2/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107758/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107758/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107927/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107927/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107927/3/consult?lang=en
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/


Innovate Europe
Pillar III

EIC STEP

Open3:

€10M-€30m Equity

Continuously open

Single Applicant

3not available to UK 
applicants

EIC Accelerator

Open & Challenge: 

€2.5m Grant: TRL 6-8

€10m Equity2: TRL 9

2 calls/yr - 

Spring/Autumn 

Single applicant

2equity not available to 
UK applicants

European Innovation Council

EIC Transition

Open1: €2.5m

1calls/yr - Autumn

TRL 3-5 to 5-6

Consortium or single 

applicant

1only open to applicants 
with a ‘golden ticket’

EIC Pathfinder

Open: €3m

1 call/yr - Spring

Challenge: €4m

1calls/yr -Autumn

to TRL3-4

Consortium

€98m / 17 Sept 25 €384m / Stg2: 12 Mar 25 & 01 Oct 25
€250m / Stg2: 12 Mar 25 & 01 Oct 25

€300m / continuous€142m / 21 May 25
€120m / 29 Oct 25

2025 Open:
2025 Challenge:

• Europe’s flagship innovation programme

• Significant funding for the creation, development and scale-up of breakthrough, 
deep tech, game changing innovations

European Innovation Council Information Day in the UK European Innovation Council online Info Day - Work Programme 2025

https://eic.ec.europa.eu/index_en
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/events/european-innovation-council-information-day-in-the-uk/#:~:text=Innovate%20UK%20in%20collaboration%20with,London%20on%201st%20October%202024.
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/events/european-innovation-council-online-info-day-work-programme-2025-2024-11-05_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/events/european-innovation-council-online-info-day-work-programme-2025-2024-11-05_en
https://eic.ec.europa.eu/events/european-innovation-council-online-info-day-work-programme-2025-2024-11-05_en


• EIC 2026 (Draft Version 2)

• EIC Pathfinder Open [06May26] 

• EIC Pathfinder Challenge [28Oct26]

• EIC Transition (open) [19Sept26] 

• EIC Accelerator Open [Continuous: 07Jan26; 04Mar26; 06May26; 08July26; 02Sept26; 03Nov26]

• EIC Accelerator Challenge [Continuous: 07Jan26; 04Mar26; 06May26; 08July26; 02Sept26; 03Nov26]

• General Introduction (Draft Version 1)

• General Annexes (Draft Version 1)

 

DRAFT 2026/27 Work Programmes
PLEASE NOTE 
As with all work 

programme drafts, 
be aware that 

topics can change 
both in their 

description and 
budget. Always 

refer to final 
published 

document for the 
definitive version 

to base your 
proposal on. 

However, these 
drafts will give you 

a good basis on 
which to start your 

preparations.

Keep up to date here: Insight into Horizon Europe Work 2026/2027 Programmes

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108642/2/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108642/2/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108764/1/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108764/1/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108765/1/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/108765/1/consult?lang=en
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/


Innovate Europe
Pillar III

EIT strengthens Europe’s ability to innovate by powering solutions to pressing global challenges and by 
nurturing entrepreneurial talent to create sustainable growth and skilled jobs in Europe via nine Knowledge 
and Innovation Communities (KICs):

European Institute of Innovation & Technology (ETI)

www.eit.europa.eu         EIT intro video  www.eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities 

http://www.eit.europa.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=clYbepYi-VI
http://www.eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities
http://www.eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities
http://www.eit.europa.eu/our-activities/opportunities


Dr Eleni Bohacek

Horizon Europe National Contact Point, Digital

Innovate UK

25 September 2025

techUK Funding Focus: Horizon Europe Info Session

A deep-dive into draft 2026/27 

Work Programme opportunities



Cluster 4: Digital, Industry and Space
Pillar II

CL1: Health

CL2: Culture, 
Creativity and 
Inclusive 
Society

CL3: Civil 
Security for 
Society

CL4: Digital, 
Industry and 
Space

CL5: Climate, 
Energy and 
Mobility

CL6: Food, 
Bioeconomy, 
Natural 
Resources, 
Agriculture 
and 
Environment

C
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Vision: To build a competitive, 
digital, low-carbon and circular 
industry, ensure sustainable 
supply of raw materials, 
develop advanced materials 
and provide the basis for 
advances and innovation in  
global challenges to society.



Cluster 4: Digital Topic Areas
Pillar II

AI, Data & 
Computing

Robotics Photonics & 
Electronics

Smart 
Networks & 
Connectivity

Quantum Graphene/2D 
materials

Digital 
Economy, 
standards, 
NGI,   XR, 
Human factors 

Plus Separate Joint Undertaking Calls in:

6G Smart Networks 
and Services

Chips – electronic 
systems, 
components, 
semiconductors (UK 
joined March 2024)

EuroHPC



Partnerships types in Cluster 4 Digital topics
Pillar II

The aim of European Partnerships with EU and associated 
countries, the private sector, foundations and other 
stakeholders is to deliver on global challenges and modernise 
industry.

The following are key partnerships in the area of Digital 
(roadmaps, networking):

Co-programmed:

• Artificial Intelligence, Data and Robotics – https://adr-
association.eu 

• Photonics - https://www.photonics21.org 

• Virtual Worlds (new) 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_
23_3718 

https://adr-association.eu/
https://adr-association.eu/
https://adr-association.eu/
https://www.photonics21.org/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_3718
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_3718


Upcoming Horizon Europe Digital Calls (Subject to Change)
Pillar II

2026 Calls

• Expected Opening Date: 15 January 2026

• Deadline to Apply: 15 April 2026

• Indicative Budget:

• €242 million for Digital topics under Cluster 4

• €24 million for IAM sensing (Identity and 
Access Management)

2027 Calls

• Expected Opening Date: 17 November 2026

• Deadline to Apply: 18 March 2027

• Indicative Budget: €261 million for Digital topics



Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness
Cluster 4 2026 Work Programme Pillar II

Divided into six ‘Destinations’ (research themes), each containing a list of call ‘Topics’ (funding opportunities)

From 2026 Draft Work Programme (dated 14 July 2025), excluding Partnerships

D1: Climate neutral, circular and 
digitised production

Topics
12

Projects
~77

Budget
€260m

D5: Open strategic autonomy in 
developing, deploying and using global 
space-based infrastructures, services, 
applications and data

Topics
6

Projects
~19

Budget
€92m

D6: A human-centred and ethical 
development of digital and industrial 
technologies

Topics
2

Projects
~10

Budget
€48m

D2: Increased autonomy in key 
strategic value chains for 
resilient industry

Topics
5

Projects
~14

Budget
€94m

D3: World leading data and 
computing technologies

Topics
3

Projects
~6

Budget
€76m

D4: Digital and emerging technologies 
for competitiveness and fit for the 
Green Deal

Topics
13

Projects
~24

Budget
€167m

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


Strategic thread:

• Digital sovereignty - control over core internet/data 
infrastructure.

• Trust and compliance - building systems that are secure, 
GDPR/AI Act-ready.

• Scalability for SMEs - ecosystem growth, testbeds, and 
cross-border adoption.

Aligns with techUK’s agenda on:

• Open, trusted, and resilient digital infrastructure.

• Building UK SME competitiveness in EU/global markets.

• Shaping standards and frameworks in AI, data, and 
digital services.

Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness
Cluster 4: Digital 2026 Work Programme  Pillar II

From 2026 Draft Work Programme (dated 14 July 2025), excluding Partnerships

D3: World leading data and computing technologies
Topics

3
Projects

~6
Budget
€76m

HORIZON-CL4-2026-… Topic Title Type of 
Action

Overall 
Budget

(EUR million)

Expected EU 
contribution per 

Project (EUR million)

Expected no.
of Projects 

funded

04-DATA-02 Open Internet Stack Sovereign Solutions RIA 22 11 2

04-DATA-03 Open Internet Stack Support for Scale CSA 4 4 1

04-DATA-06 Efficient and compliant access to and use of data IA 50 16-17 3

Deadlines: Opening: 15 Jan 2026 Deadline: 15 Apr 2026

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


Strategic thread:

• Foundations to applications - linking core AI science 
to robotics and industrial use cases.

• Skills and resilience - digital twins for preparedness, 
robotics for workforce upskilling.

• Industrial competitiveness - AI integration into 
factories and process industries.

Aligns with techUK’s agenda on:

• Responsible and trustworthy AI development.

• Boosting productivity through robotics and 
automation.

• Strengthening UK leadership in digital twins, 
industrial AI, and advanced manufacturing.

Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness
Cluster 4: Digital 2026 Work Programme  Pillar II

Deadlines: Opening: 15 Jan 2026 Deadline: 15 Apr 2026

From 2026 Draft Work Programme (dated 14 July 2025), excluding Partnerships

D4: Achieving open strategic autonomy in digital and emerging enabling 
technologies (Part 1 of 3. AI and Robotics)

Topics
13

Projects
~24

Budget
€167m

HORIZON-CL4-2026-… Topic Title Type of 
Action

Overall 
Budget

(EUR million)

Expected EU 
contribution per 

Project (EUR million)

Expected no.
of Projects 

funded

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-01 Pilot of the “Science for AI” Pillar of RAISE (Resource for AI science in 
Europe) RIA 17 17 1

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-08 Robotics for Manufacturing: Advancing Core Skills through Technical 
Challenges RIA 18 18 1

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-09 Advanced local digital twins using AI for Early warning and preparedness IA 6 6 1

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness
Cluster 4: Digital 2026 Work Programme  Pillar II

Deadlines: Opening: 15 Jan 2026 Deadline: 15 Apr 2026

From 2026 Draft Work Programme (dated 14 July 2025), excluding Partnerships

D4: Achieving open strategic autonomy in digital and emerging enabling 
technologies (Part 2 of 3. Quantum and Photonics)

Topics
13

Projects
~24

Budget
€167m

HORIZON-CL4-2026-… Topic Title Type of 
Action

Overall 
Budget

(EUR million)

Expected EU 
contribution per 

Project (EUR million)

Expected no.
of Projects 

funded

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-11 Quantum Sensors for Inertial Navigation CSA 2 1 2

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-12 Standards for Quantum Technologies CSA 1 1 1

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-18 Large-Scale Photonic Quantum Computing Platform Technologies RIA 10 10 1

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-14 Networking and Future Photonics Strategy CSA 3 3 1

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness
Cluster 4: Digital 2026 Work Programme  Pillar II

Deadlines: Opening: 15 Jan 2026 Deadline: 15 Apr 2026

From 2026 Draft Work Programme (dated 14 July 2025), excluding Partnerships

D4: Achieving open strategic autonomy in digital and emerging enabling 
technologies (Slide 3 of 3. Quantum and Photonics)

Topics
13

Projects
~24

Budget
€167m

HORIZON-CL4-2026-… Topic Title Type of 
Action

Overall 
Budget

(EUR million)

Expected EU 
contribution per 

Project (EUR million)

Expected no.
of Projects 

funded

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-15 Strengthening the cooperation of semiconductor-intensive EU regions CSA 1 1 1

04-DIGITAL-EMERGING-17 Fostering 2-Dimensional Materials (2DM) based emerging and enabling 
technologies CSA 1 1 1

Strategic thread:

• Resilient infrastructure - quantum navigation 
independent of GPS.

• Standardisation and governance - quantum standards 
shaping global rules.

• Deep tech competitiveness - quantum computing and 
photonics industrial strategy.

Aligns with techUK’s agenda on:

• Securing the UK’s role in global standards-setting.

• Positioning UK quantum and photonics SMEs in pan-
European supply chains.

• Ensuring resilience and competitiveness in critical 
digital and telecoms infrastructure.

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


Strategic thread:

• Next-gen immersive infrastructure - core technologies 
for scalable, accessible, energy-efficient virtual worlds.

• Standards and openness - Web4.0 architecture linked 
with open internet stack to ensure interoperability.

• Cross-sector adoption - applying immersive tech to 
industry, health, education, public services.

Aligns with techUK’s agenda on:

• Championing the UK’s creative and immersive industries 
globally.

• Ensuring UK voices shape emerging Web4.0 standards.

• Supporting SMEs and scale-ups in deploying immersive 
solutions across multiple sectors.

Global Challenges European Industrial Competitiveness
Cluster 4: Digital 2026 Work Programme  Pillar II

From 2026 Draft Work Programme (dated 14 July 2025), excluding Partnerships

Deadlines: Opening: 15 Jan 2026 Deadline: 15 Apr 2026

D6: Digital and industrial technologies driving human-centric innovation
Topics

2
Projects

~10
Budget
€48m

HORIZON-CL4-2026-… Topic Title Type of 
Action

Overall 
Budget

(EUR million)

Expected EU 
contribution per 

Project (EUR million)

Expected no.
of Projects 

funded

04-HUMAN-01 Developing and demonstrating core technologies for Virtual Worlds and 
Web4.0 IA 30 3-4 7

04-HUMAN-02 Web 4.0 architectural framework and Open Internet Stack applications for 
virtual worlds RIA 18 6 3

https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/comitology-register/screen/documents/107987/3/consult?lang=en


techUK Funding Focus: Horizon Europe Info Session

Finding Funding

Finding Partners

Perry Guess
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Decoding Topic Identifier 
e.g. HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-FARM2FORK-03-two-stage

Topic Identifier ‘decoded’ is [PROGRAMME]-[CLUSTER]-[YEAR]-[CALL]-
[DESTINATION]-[TOPIC] i.e. a ‘postcode’ for the Topic

• HORIZON-CL6-2025-02-FARM2FORK-03-two-stage (reading backwards) is the 
third Topic [03] in Destination ‘FARM2FORK’ (which, in full, is ‘Fair, healthy 
and environment-friendly food systems from primary production to 
consumption’) in the second [02] Call for Proposals in 2025 [2025] in Cluster 
6 [CL6] in Horizon Europe [HORIZON]…and it’s a two-stage call

Horizon Europe 
Pillar

Cluster
Call for Proposals

Destination
Topic

Project

competition happens here

Each Horizon Europe funding competition is called a Topic:



Work Programmes



Work Programmes



Work Programmes



• Reach out - use your existing professional networks – if you don’t know who the sector leaders are in 
Europe then find out (LinkedIn is a great resource)

• Attend networking events such as conferences and workshops. 

• Join relevant technology platforms, networks, associations and partnerships 

Top Tip: ask your NCP for suggestions in your sector for events and associations

• Be an active member – say ‘hi’ when you join the virtual room. Ask questions, support others’ 
opinions, act as if you are already well known to all in the virtual room

• Volunteer to draft working papers, take notes, send in useful information – be helpful

• Speak up at workshops – demonstrate Thought Leadership 

• Show that you would be a valuable partner for collaborative projects and that without you they 
won’t win – you have the secret sauce that is necessary for their success

The best ways to join winning teams
Being an effective networker is much more useful than submitting a profile into a portal and awaiting 
contacts. Don’t wait to be invited to the party, be proactive!



CORDIS Community Research and Development Information Service

Search | CORDIS | European Commission

1

3

2

https://cordis.europa.eu/search


EU

4

6

5

CORDIS Community Research and Development Information Service



CORDIS Community Research and Development Information Service



Scroll down Scroll down

CORDIS Community Research and Development Information Service



Top Tip: Write them a note saying you think their project looks really interesting, etc. – get into a 
conversation before asking to join their next proposal etc.

You need to 
be logged 
in to do 
this…click 
on ‘sign in’ 
or ‘register’ 
(if you don’t 
have an 
account)

Making Contact via the Funding & Tenders Poral



What support is available?

Raise awareness
increase participation

Assistance, guidance and training
help simplify the process and

enhance the quality of applications

Signposting and cooperation
help connectivity and

consortium development

European NCP counterparts

Horizon Europe
National Contact Points

TBC



Funding for UK Applicants
• Pump Priming 

• To support preparation for Horizon Europe participation

• up to £5,000 for UK SMEs via Innovate UK 

• Currently closed (last deadline 15/07/2025)

• up to £10,000 for academia and research institutions via British Academy

• Currently closed (last deadline 11/06/2025)

• Travel Grants 
• up to £700 via Innovate UK

• for one person per organisation to attend conferences, exhibitions etc. for the express 
purpose of making connections for future consortium participation 

• Can apply for and attend more than one event

• If there is a forthcoming event (at least 8 weeks into the future) not on the list, ask and 
we may be able to get it added

https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/opportunities/horizon-europe-pump-priming-collaboration-opportunities-2025/
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/funding/Horizon-Europe-Pump-Priming-Collaboration-between-UK-and-EU-Partners/
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/opportunities/travel-support-for-uk-businesses-to-attend-european-events/


Brokerage visits
• Germany: Advanced Materials, Raw Materials and Chemicals             

(23-25 September 2025) [deadline 15 August 2025]

• Spain: Fast-tracking Circularity (1-3 October 2025) [deadline 15 Aug.2025]

• Spain: Sustainable Agriculture (20-22 October 2025) [deadline 15 Aug.2025]

• France: Smart Energy Systems (21-23 October 2025) [deadline 29 Aug.2025]

• Netherlands: Sustainable Agriculture (17-19 November 2025) [deadline 22 Sept.2025]

• Netherlands: Innovative Advanced Materials / Technologies and AI for 
Manufacturing (1-4 December 2025 ) [deadline 13 Oct.2025]

• Belgium: Automotive Mobility (10-12 February 2026 ) [deadline 24 Sept.2025]

Find out more and register interest here: Horizon Europe Brokerage Visits 2025/2026

In planning:
• Netherlands: Photonics and Semiconductor (late Nov/early Dec 2025) 

• Spain: Border Security (TBC) 

• Italy: Environment (TBC)

https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/opportunities/horizon-europe-brokerage-visits-2025-2026/


Useful weblinks…

Horizon Europe Hub
UK Research Office

EU Funding & Tenders Portal – How to Participate
EU Funding & Tenders Portal – Calls for Proposals

Cordis – EU Research Results

Horizon Europe 2025 Work Programmes
Draft 2026/27 Work Programmes

National Contact Point contact details
National Contact Point Newsletters

https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/programme/european/horizon-europe/
https://www.ukro.ac.uk/
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/IT+How+to
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/IT+How+to
https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/funding-tenders-opportunities/display/IT/IT+How+to
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/calls-for-proposals?isExactMatch=true&status=31094501,31094502,31094503&frameworkProgramme=43108390&order=DESC&pageNumber=1&pageSize=50&sortBy=startDate
https://cordis.europa.eu/search?q=contenttype%3D%27project%27%20AND%20frameworkProgramme%3D%27HORIZON%27%2C%27H2020%27%20AND%20(%27health%27)&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search?q=contenttype%3D%27project%27%20AND%20frameworkProgramme%3D%27HORIZON%27%2C%27H2020%27%20AND%20(%27health%27)&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://cordis.europa.eu/search?q=contenttype%3D%27project%27%20AND%20frameworkProgramme%3D%27HORIZON%27%2C%27H2020%27%20AND%20(%27health%27)&p=1&num=10&srt=Relevance:decreasing
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/
https://iuk-business-connect.org.uk/news/insight-into-horizon-europe-work-2026-2027-programmes/
https://www.gov.uk/business-finance-support/horizon-europe-funding#find-your-uk-national-contact-point-for-advice
https://eufunding.ukri.org/subscribe


Thank you

NCP-Digital@iuk.ukri.org
NCP-CrossCutting@iuk.ukri.org

Questions?

mailto:NCP-Digital@iuk.ukri.org
mailto:NCP-Digital@iuk.ukri.org
mailto:NCP-Digital@iuk.ukri.org
mailto:NCP-CrossCutting@iuk.ukri.org
mailto:NCP-CrossCutting@iuk.ukri.org
mailto:NCP-CrossCutting@iuk.ukri.org
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